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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CHESHAM 


Tel:  Chesham  2622  Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 
Chesham, 

Bucks  o 

August  1967 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Chesham  Urban  District  Council, 


Dear  Members, 

As  I mentioned  in  my  report  last  year,  I propose  to  include  in 
this  year's  report  a review  of  the  work  of  the  Divisional  School 
Health  Service,  Health  is  indivisible,  especially  in  the  field  of 
Infectious  Diseases,  There  is  great  overlap  in  the  work  carried 
out  in  the  District  Public  Healih  Department  and  the  work  carried 
out  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  and  School  nurses.  In  fact,  as 
I am  responsible  for  both,  it  seems  incongruous  to  have  the  different 
aspects  of  this  work  done  at  different  offices. 

As  an  example  of  the  close  integration  which  is  needed  and 
which  was  carried  out  during  the  year,  Infective  Hepatitis 
(commonly  called  "yellow  .jaundice")  was  made  notifiable  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  at  the  request  of  both  Amersham  and  Chesham 
Districts.  This  new  regulation  came  into  force  on  the  1st. 

September  and,  simultaneously,  a small  outbreak  of  Infective 
Hepatitis  occurred  in  one  of  the  Chesham  County  primary  schools. 

There  were  7 cases  and  the  opportunity  was  taken  to  carry  out 
prophylactic  measures  to  protect  the  children  in  the  school. 

Serum  (gamma  globulin)  was  given  on  the  26th,  October  to  95  of  the 
148  children  exposed  to  infection.  The  Ihiblic  Health  Laboratory 
service  made  an  assessment  of  the  result,  but  only  one  case  of 
Jaundice  occurred  (in  an  unprotected  case).  Further  details  are 
set  out  as  an  Addendum  to  this  letter. 

Another  example  was  the  notification  by  the  Chest  Physician 
to  the  Amersham  District  of  a case  of  open  Tuberculosis  in  a member 
of  the  staff  at  a Chalfont  St,  Peter  school.  This  required  the 
skin-testing  of  all  the  children  at  the  school,  and  subsequent 
X-ray  of  members  of  the  staff  and  children  who  reacted  to  the  skin 
test.  It  was  fortuitous  tnat  the  Mobile  Mass  Radiography  Unit 
had  already  been  arranged  to  visit  Chesham  during  the  week  before 
Christmas.  Thi.s  had  been  arranged  as  the  number  of  immigrants 
from  Asia  and  the  West  Indies  had  risen  of  recent  years.  The 
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results  of  this  mass  screening  will  be  issued  when  they  are  available, 
but  there  appeared  be  no  more  than  the  usual  rate  of  chance 
infection  of  the  school  children  examined  <> 

As  an  example  of  a primary  school  medical  problem,  the 
Educational  Welfare  Officers,  the  Head  Teachers  and  the  General 
Practitioners  have  shown  an  increasing  interest  in  cases  of  ’’School 
Refusal”.  These  are  children  who,  for  social  or  emotional  reasons, 
fail  to  attend  school  regularly  or  not  at  all,  but  who  are  not 
aggressive  or  anti*^ social  and  not,  therefore,  truants.  I have 
summarised  my  initial  findings  of  this  in  a Paper  which  was 
published  in  ’’The  Medical  Officer”. 

From  the  beginning  of  I966,  an  enuresis  alarm  service  has  been 
in  operation  for  the  training  of  children  with  bed-wetting  beyond 
the  usual  age.  I have  given  the  results  of  the  first  year  in  a 
letter  to  General  Practitioners  from  whom  cases  are  referred,  but 
success  rates  have  been  higher  than  recorded  in  similar  schemes  and 
parents  have  expressed  great  gratitude  and  I am  sure  that  this  is 
an  aspect  of  preventive  medicine  which  prevents  secondary  emotional 
social  problems  at  a later  age.  It  is  well-=knovm  that  anti-social 
behaviour  is  liable  to  follow  if  children  are  not  given  help.  This 
is  primarily  prevention  and  something  that  only  Public  Health  can 
carry  out  and  one  of  the  reasons  why  public  health  came  into  being, 

A full  report  appears  in  the  Principal  School  Medical  Officer’s  report. 

Another  venture  which  took  place  during  the  year  was  the 
completion  of  a Clean  Food  Handbook  by  the  Officers  of  the  Amersham 
and  Beaconsfield  Councils  and  County  School  Meals  Service.  Copies 
will  be  widely  distributed  to  school  canteens,  shops,  hotels  and 
other  eating  establishments  in  the  two  districts.  It  is  hoped 
that  on  a future  occasion  Cheshara  might  be  included. 

During  the  year  it  was  accepted  by  Chesham  Council,  as  owners 
of  a water  undertaking,  that  they  should  fluoridate  the  water  supply 
to  much  of  the  town.  This  measure  received  the  financial  support 
of  the  County  Council  under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act.  P_uoridation  of  water  is  a preventive  measure  which 
enables  grov/ing  chil.dren  to  form  normal  disease-resistant  tooth 
enamel,  but  their  teeth  are  not  only  resistant  to  dental  decay, 
but  are  also  brilliant,  lustrious  and  aesthetically  pleasing. 

Unfortunately  a number  of  well-meaning  but  misguided  people 
were  alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  this  health  measure  but,  fortunately, 
as  fears  have  been  displaced  by  understanding,  less  is  heard  of 
these,  I am  sure  that  if  many  of  the  health-conscious  individuals 
in  the  community  would  place  their  zeal  behind  the  more  health- 
promoting  measures  of  the  various  public  health  authorities,  we 
could  work  together  and  really  make  the  public  as  a whole  much  more 
health-conscious . 


The  actual  date  of  fluoridation  of  the  water  supply  is  not  yet 
known  but  the  matter  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Engineer  and  opportunity 
will  be  taken  during  I968  to  teach  something  of  public  health 
medicine  and  public  health  dentistry  to  a party  of  4th  year  dental 
students  from  the  Royal  Dental  Hospital,  London » The  students 
will  be  spending  a day  ^ Chesham  and  the  locality » One  could  wish 
that  these  students  wer^to  be  medical  students „ 

Like  many  other  places  in  the  country,  Amersham,  Chesham  and 
Beaconsfield  have  all  three  considered  the  possibility  of  establish-r 
ing  a Health  Centre o Initial  investigations  at  Beaconsfield 
revealed  that  there  is  no  great  interest  among  General  Practitioners, 
many  had  already  committed  themselves  to  practice  premises  and 
offered  little  support  to  the  idea  of  a Health  Centre <>  In  Chesham, 
in  January  we  had  a meeting  with  all  the  General  Practitioners  of 
the  town  and  it  was  decided,  after  the  meeting,  that  the  District 
Council  should  ask  the  County  Health  Authority  to  establish  a 
comprehensive  health  centre  in  the  centre  of  Chesham,  a site  being 
available o In  view  of  the  absence  of  certain  clinical  facilities 
at  Chesham  Cottage  Hospital,  the  Health  Authority  was  following  up 
this  request o The  comments  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  have 
been  invited c A proposal  for  a Health  Centre  in  Amersham  had 
received  favourable  initial  consideration  at  the  time  of  the 
preparation  of  this  reports 

If  they  become  recognised  centres  for  practice  of  preventive 
and  communicative  medicine,  these  tv/o  health  centres  v^ill  provide 
the  material  beginning  to  a re-orientated  medical'  practice,  the 
traditional  divisions  between  the  public  health  medical  officers 
and  general  practitioners  will  disappear  and  there  will  be  a 
strong  force  to  attract  and  encourage  the  promotion  of  the  highest 
levels  of  individual  and  community  well^beingo 


Yours  sincerely. 


BoH.  BURNE 


ADDENDUM 


Use  of  Gammaglobulin  in  Schools 


It  was  agreed  to  co-operate  v;ith  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  in  the  field  trial  in  connection  with  the  use  of  gamma- 
globulin during  outbreaks  of  Infective  Hepatitis c Hitherto  the 
trial  had  dealt  with  cases  arising  in  residential  establishments » 
During  I966  it  was  decided  to  extend  this  to  outbreaks  of  Infective 
Hepatitis  which  might  occur  in  day  schools.  One  such  outbreak 
occurred  during  the  Autuirin  term  at  the  County  Primary  School  in 
Chesham  where  several  cases  of  Infective  Hepatitis  were  diagnosed. 
Contacts  of  these  cases  were  allocated  to  either  a control  group 
or  to  a group  to  be  given  gammaglobulin.  The  response  of  the 
parents  in  agreeing  to  their  children  coming  forward  for  injection 
was  excellent.  The  number  of  cases  of  Infective  Hepatitis  in 
the  area  was  known  accurately  as  notification  of  Infective 
Hepatitis  was  required  in  Chesham  from  the  Ist.  September  I966. 
Gammaglobulin  was  given  on  the  26th.  October,  and  the  school 
remained  un.der  surveillance  for  six  months  after  the  last  case 


was  notified. 

Number  of  cases j 7 

Number  of  contacts:  I48 

Number  of  doses  of  gammablobulin  given:  95 

Refusals  and  defaulters:  54 

Number  of  cases  of  Infective  Hepatitis 
which  have  occurred  amongst  gamma- 
globulin protected  contacts;  Nil 

Number  of  cases  of  Infective  Hepatitis 
which  have  occurred  in  the  Control 
Group  of  contacts;  - 
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SECTION  I 


GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Population,  Census  1951  11,455 
Population,  Census  I96I  16,297 
Population  (estimated  mid-year  I966)  19,680 
Area  (acres  of  District)  5>489 
Number  of  separate  dwellings 

(per  Valuation  List)  6,485 
Rateable  Value  of  Area  ( 51  <>12 066)  £897 <» 259 
Product  of  Penny  Rate  I966/67 

(probable)  £5  <,685 


Comparative  Statistics  - 1954  - 1966 


Population 

Rateable  Value 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

Number  of  separate  dwellings 

YEAR 

1934 

1965 

1966 

10,240 

£56,465 

£212 

• 5,084 

19,420 

£867,724 

£5,550 

6,416 

19,680 

£897,259 

£5,685 

6,485 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

240 

227 

467 

Illegitimate 

14 

8 

22 

All 

254 

255 

489 

K Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  24*8 

* Corrected  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

(Comparability  factor  O084)  20.8 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total 
Births  4»5 


X see  5 

* see  page  4 
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Stillbirths 


Total  Live  and  Still  Births 


Males 

Females 

Total 

■Z 

3 

6 

Males 

Females 

Total 

257 

238 

495 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1.000  total  live  and  still 

Births  12.1 

# 

Infant  Deaths  Females  Total 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 

of  age  325 


Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  10.2 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  10^7 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births 


Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks) 
per  1,000  total  live  births 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under 
1 weekj  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Maternal  deaths 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births 


Deaths 
All  causes 


Males 

103 


Pemal 


6^ 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

* Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 
(.Comparability  factor  1,20) 


60I 


2o0 


14.1 


1 

2o02 

Total 

172 


8. 


10o4 


^ 


Causes  of  Death 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  the  principal  causes 
of  death  were  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  (72)  which  caused 
approximately  42^  of  the  deaths « Deaths  from  malignant  conditions 
(42)  accounted  for  approximately  24^  of  the  total  and  those  from 
pneumonia  and  bronchitis  (26)  for  approximately  15^. 


Males  Females  Total 


1. 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

2 

2 

2. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

5 

2 

7 

5 ® 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

9 

1 

10 

4« 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

“ 

4 

4 

5. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms 

12 

9 

21 

6. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

- 

1 

1 

7. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

7 

10 

17 

80 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

25 

10 

35 

9. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

1 

5 

4 

10  0 

Other  Heart  Disease 

5 

6 

11 

11. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

1 

4 

5 

12. 

Influenza 

1 

1 

15o 

Pneumonia 

8 

2 

10 

14c 

Bronchitis 

15 

T 

X 

16 

15. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

System 

1 

1 

16. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

-= 

1 

1 

17. 

Nephritis  and  ’Nephrosis 

J. 

1 

2 

18. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

- 

1 

1 

19o 

Congenital  Malformations 

0 

c. 

"** 

2 

20. 

Other  Defined  and  111 -Defined 

Diseases 

6 

6 

12 

21c 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

5 

6 

22  0 

All  Other  Accidents 

2 

2 

25c 

Suicide 

1 

T 

X 

0 

I — 1 

69 

172 

GOUIITY  OF  BUGKINGHAJJ 


priPITT.ATTnwS.  BIBTH  AMI  MORTALITY  RATES  FOR  THE  YEAB  1966 


District 

Population 

Gensus 

1961 

Reg,  Gen, 
Estimated 
Population 
Mid-1966 

1 

Grude  Birth 

Rate  per 

1,000 

Population 

Grude  Death 
Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

URBAN 

Aylesbury 

Beaconsf ield 
Bletchley 

Buckingham 

Ghesham 

• •••OOOC40006000000 

Eton 

High  Wycombe 

Marlov/ 

Newport  Pagnell 
Slough 

Wolverton 

27,925 

10 0 015 
17,095 

4,579 

16,297  ' 

5,694 

49*961 

8,724 

4,745 

80,781 

15,115 

54,580 

11,460 

25,520 

4,810 

19.680 

5,500 

55,170 

9,990 

5,470 

85,690 

15,450 

25o9 

15o5 

25p8 

15o4 

24*8 

• 0 0 c • e 0 

10  0 9 

2I0C 

21.5 

16»8 

I808 

18o5 

(821) 

(159) 

(607) 

( 74) 

(489)  1 

( 58)  ! 

(1171) 

(215) 

( 92)  ' 
(1611) 
(249) 

8.9 

9.7 

6.7 

10c6 

8o7 

5ol 

8.5 
10.0 

20.5 

8.5 

15o0 

(507) 

(111) 

(158) 

( 51) 
(172) 

« c 0 • • 0 

( 27) 
(458) 
(100) 
(111) 
(715) 
(175) 

TOTAL  URBAN 

241,062 

268,900 

2O06 

' 

(5540) 

8.9  (2585) 

RURAL 

1 

1 

1 Amersham 

56,005 

61 9 920 

T r ,'y 

XO  0 d 

(1005) 

9o5 

(575) 

i Aylesbury 

55,556 

56,150 

I6c5 

(595) 

10.5 

(579) 

1 Buckingham 

8,497 

9,700 

l7o5 

(168) 

9.4 

( 91) 

Eton 

1 66,952 

71,240 

15*7 

(1117) 

: 8.4 

(596) 

Newport  Pagnell 

i4 , -i-07 

14,700 

17p7 

(260) 

11.4 

(167) 

Wing 

9,085 

9,600 

15o9 

(155) 

10.4 

(100) 

Winslow 

7,959 

9,020 

22.5 

(201) 

15*7 

(142) 

Wycombe 

! 51,252 

bO,790 

20.1 

(1224) 

’ 9o0 

(545) 

TOTAL  RURAL 

i 

i 

247,151 

275,120 

17.5 

(4725) 

9.5  (2595) 

TOTAL  GOUNTY 

i 488,255 

' 542.020 

j 18.9 

(10265) 

9p2 

(4976) 

ENGLAND  & WALES 

1 46,071,604 

1 48,075,500 

i 17  0 7 

11.7 

* The  correc':ed.  birth  and  death  rates  are  those  which  are  obtained  when  the 
crude  loca],  rates  are  adjusted  to  make  allowance  for  the  way  in  which  the 
sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs  from  that  for 
England  and  Wales » The  fiorrected  rates  are  comparable  with  the  crude 
rates  for  England  and  \7ales,  and  the  corresponding  adjusted  rates  for  any 
other  area. 
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COUNTY  STATISTICS  - Continued 

' — ' — — I 


■ j 

Tuberculosis 

Infant 

Neo-Natal 

Maternal 

District 

Death 

Rate 

Mortality 

Mortality 

Mortality 

per  1, 

000 

Rate 

per 

Rate 

per 

per  1 

,000 

Population 

1,000 

Births 

1,000 

Births 

Live 

and 

Still 

Births 

URBAN 

A>'lesbury 

~ 

- 

17ol 

(14) 

14  ><6 

(12) 

— 

(-) 

Beaconsfield 

(-) 

-9  ■>  4 

( 5) 

19.4 

( 5) 

- 

(-) 

Bletchley 

... 

(-) 

21,4 

(15) 

13<2 

( 8) 

— 

(-) 

Buckingham 

... 

(-) 

27.0 

( 2) 

27.0 

( 2) 

- 

(-) 

Chesham 

10  0 2 

4 r ' 

l.P 

6.1 

( ?) 

2.02 

(1) 

Eton 

0.189 

U) 

54  0 5 

( 2) 

34o5 

( 2) 

41 

High  Wycombe 

0.018 

9o4 

(11; 

7o7 

( 9) 

( i) 

_ 

(-) 

Marlow 

OolOO 

/ "1 

l4cl 

( 5; 

4.7 

(-) 

Newport  Pagnell 

0*1  7 

4-  a 0 ; 

( 2) 

10.9 

1 

- 

(-) 

Slough 

0c047 

14o9 

V24j  . 

13o0 

(21) 

(-) 

V/olverton 

(P 

I60I 

( 4) 

12.0 

( 5) 

(-) 

TOTAL  URBAN 

0.026 

(7) 

15.0 

(85) 

llo7 

(65) 

0cl8 

(1) 

RURAL 

Amersham 

0.052 

(2) 

16.9 

(17) 

15c9 

(16) 

(-) 

Aylesbury 

0.055 

(4 

^1.8 

' ') 

lOol 

( 6) 

(-) 

Buckingham 

- 

/ s 

‘yl 

60O 

( y 

ly 

60O 

( 1.' 

(21) 

- 

(-) 

Eton 

0o028 

2 

26  oO 

I808 

(-) 

Newport  Pagnell 

- 

(-) 

23  ol 

( 6) 

19.2 

( 5) 

- 

(-) 

Wing 

0.104 

(1) 

19 « 6 

( 5) 

5loi 

( 2) 

(-) 

Winslow 

.. 

(-) 

19  0 9 

( 4) 

- 

( 0 

- 

(-) 

Wycombe 

0o049 

(3) 

-.O06 

(15) 

•~T  A 

f o4 

( 9) 

(-) 

TOTAL  RURAL 

0.0,57 

(iO) 

l6o9 

(80) 

12,7 

(60) 

- 

(-) 

TOTAL  COUNTY 

O0O51  (17) 

15o9 

(165) 

■ 

12  c 2 

(129) 

OolO 

(1) 

EIIGLAND  & WALES 

0 

0 

0 

CO 

..9.0 

12c9 

■ 

0.26 

— 

NOTE:  In  view  of  the  small  numbers  on  which  some  of  tho  rates  quoted  are  based, 

the  actual  numbers  are  gi^'-en  in  parenthesis  for  the  purpose  of  clearer 
comparison . 

X The  crude  birth  rate  is  t})e  second  highest  of  any  district  in  the  County. 
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SECTION II 

HEALTH  SERVICES 


1 . HOSPITAL  SERVICES 


The  Chesham  Urban  District  is  situated  within  the  area  of  the 
High  ‘Wycombe  & District  Management  Committee  of  the  Oxford  Regional 

Hospital  Board o 


Hospitals  available  for  the  District  are  as  follows 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
General 


Infectious  Diseases 
Mental  Illness 
Maternity  Cases 


“ Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanitorium,  Peppard  Commor 

- Chesham  Cottage  Hospital 

- Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital,  Aylesbury 

- Amersham  General  Hospital 

~ Tindal  General  Hospital,  Aylesbury 
~ Royal  Buckinghamshire  Hospital,  Aylesbury 

- War  Memorial  Hospital,  High  Wycombe 

- Chalfonts  and  Gerrards  Cross  Hospital  ■ 

“ Isolation  Hospital,  Stoke  Mandeville  ; 

- Sto  John's  Hospital,  Stone  ; 

“ The  Stone  Maternity  Home,  Chalfont  Stc  Giles 


2o  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


Bacteriological  laboratory  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratories  situated  at  Oxford,  Luton  and  Watford. 

Samples  of  water  for  chemical  analysis  are  sent  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  Southv;ark  Borough  Council, 

The  Public  Analyst  for  Buckinghamshire  is  Mr.  Eric  Voelcker, 
A.RcCoS.,  P.RcI.C,,  Analytical  Laboratory,  Stuart  House,  1 Tudor 
Street,  London,  EoCo4. 


3,  AI^'IBULANCE  SERVICE 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council,  the  Chesham 
Urban  District  being  covered  by  the  sub-station  at  Amersham  from 
/.OO  a.m.  - lloOO  p.m.  The  main  station  at  High  Wycombe  provides 
a 24-hour  cover  to  the  whole  of  the  area. 

1 

( 

i 

1 

< 

.1 

I 

i 
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4o  MIDWIFERY  MD  HOME  NURSING 


This  service  is  provided  by  the  under-mentioned  nurses 


Districts  Served  Name,  Address  and  Qualifications 

of  Nurses 


Telephone 

Number 


Chesham  (except 
The  Vale) 


Miss  MoEo  Marston,  S.RoN.,  SoGoM„,  Q.No  Chesham  2319 
Miss  Po  Sigsworth,  S.RoNo,  S«C.Mo,  QoN. 

29  and  25  Penn  Avenue,  Chesham  Chesham  2842 


Mrso  So  Ginger,  SoRoN„,  SoCoMo, 

Sto  Ives,  199  Chartridge  Lane, 

Chesham  Chesham  5126 


5 o CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 


Session 


MoOo  Attends 


Chesham  School  Clinic 
and  Health  Centre, 
Germain  Street. 


2o00  Porno  each  Wednesday  2nd  and  4th  Friday 
and  Friday  each  month  and  1st 

and  3rd  Wednesday 
each  month. 


Chesham  Community  Hall,  2nd  and  4th  Monday  at 
Windsor  Road,  2o00  pomo  each  month 

Pond  Park 


Each  session 


*Chartridge  Village 
Hall 


3rd  Thursday  each 
month 


Each  session 


*AI though  situated  in  Amersham  RoD*?  a number  of  Chesham  residents 
form  the  clientele o 


6 . CHESHAM  OLD  PEOPLE "S  WELFARE  COMMITTEE 

The  Temperance  Hall,  leased  from  the  Chesham  Council  and  opened 
in  January  I96I,  has  continued  to  be  the  centre  of  activity  by  this 
Committeeo  The  Hall  is  open  daily  between  lOoOO  a. mo  and  4o00  pom. 
for  the  use  of  the  elderly  people  of  the  town  and  a wide  range  of 
amenities  and  services  are  provided o Fiill  details  of  these  services 
are  given  in  a booklet  published  by  the  Committee  and  distributed 
to  interested  persons  throughout  the  towno 
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Mrs.  LcM.  Esseen,  J.Po,  the  Secretary  to  the  Committee,  has 
reported  as  foilov/s  on  the  activities  of  the  centre  during  1966: 

"Temperance  Hall  and  the  services  obtainable  from  there  are  used 
increasingly o The  demand  from  the  old  people,  particularly  the 

men  tends  to  be  greater a . despite  natural  losses .newly 
j’0'txred  neople  are  av/are  of  the  amenities  at  Temperance  Hall 
and  soon  become  habituees,  (One  old  man  in  hospital  was  heard 
to  ask  his  doctor  how  soon  he  would  be  able  to  go  back  to 
Temperance  Hallo  co -he  said  it  kept  him  alive- ooohe  was  87! 
Unfortunately  he  was  never  well  enough  to  go  back  and  died 
shortly  afterwards  in  an  Old  People's  home).  The  booklet 
produced  by  the  Welfai-e  Committee  is  now  widely  distributed 
and  it  is  obviously  well-known.  .many  old  people  moving  to  the 
area  soon  arrive  at  Temperance  Halloo -.or  on  my  doorstep! 


The  big  event  of  the  year  was  the  donation  by  the  Rotary  Club 
and  Round  Table  of  an  estate  car  from  the  proceeds  of  the  Donkey 
Derby-  Primarily  this  is  for  the  distribution  of  "Meals-on- 
\Vheels",  but  is  also  widely  used  for  the  transport  of  old  people 
to  local  hospitals  for  treatment  and  to  visit  relatives  and  to 
move  small  items  of  furnitu-^’e-  Although  the  garaging  and 
running  costs  are  very  expensive  it  is  felt  to  be  well  worth- 
while-o-- -but  more  drivers  are  urgently  required - 

There  is  an  urgent  need  for  more  voluntary  workers  of  all  kinds 
and  our  grateful  thanks  are  due  to  those  stalwarts  who  give  so 
much  of  their  time  and  energy  year  in  year  out-- ---we  wish  there 
were  many  more  - " 


^ • ^lEDIGAL  COMFORTS  DEPOT 

The  Medical  Comforts  Depot  situated  at  the  rear  of  122  High  Street, 
Cheshara,  and  organised  by  the  Chesham  Nursing  Division  of  the  St-  John's 
Ambulance  Brigade,  has  again  rendered  valuable  service  not  only  in  this 
area  but  throughout  the  county - 

Close  liaison  is  maintained  with  General  Practitioners,  Hospital 
and  County  Medical  Social  Workers,  Health  Visitors,  District  Nurses 
and  Midwiyes-  During  the  year  the  Depot  sent  out  5,726  arxicles, 
helping  877  sick  and  232  maternity  cases  cared  for  at  home. 


All  interesting  report  for  I966  has  been  received  from  Miss  M.P. 
Wheeler,  the  Officer  in  charge,  and  v/ith  the  exception  of  the 
financial  statement , the  details  of  individual  cases  and  daily- 
activities,  is  reproduced  belov/; 

"While  an  annual  report  should  present  the  facts  and  figures  relating 
to  the  v/ork  carried  on,  these  alone  may  fail  to  give  meaning  and 
vitality  to  the  operations  which  each  day  brings.  Statistics  are 
not  enough.  This  year  the  report  is  extended  by  a few  notes  on 
some  of  our  invalids  (anonymous  cases)  and  a month's  record  of  the 
work  carried  out. 

1966  brought  877  applications  from  invalids,  and  from  232  maternity 
cases  nursed  at  home.  The  total  number  of  articles  issued  was 

3,726. 

The  Building 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Townsend, 
and  the  Maintenance  Department  of  the  County  Council,  this  Depot 
has  received  a re^decoration  of  the  main  section.  The  "stable" 
has  again  cream  painted  walls,  and  polished  floors  of  cardinal  red. 
This  w’ork  was  admirably,  and  very  expeditiously  carried  out  by 
Messrs.  Green,  of  Tylers  Hill.  It  is  a great  encouragement  to 
work  in  these  pleasantly  clean  surroundings. 

The  re-decoration  has  brought  some  demands  on  our  expenses  fund  - 
clean  matting  and  brooms  were  needed. 

Conditions  of  Work 

The  former  pattern  of  service  offered  by  St.  John  members  can  no 
longer  be  considered  as  completely  satisfying  the  needs  of  a 
comforts  depot.  Members  used  to  choose  some  evening  rota  of 
duties  for  their  ambulance  and  hospital  duties,  or  some  hours 
convenient  to  them  at  the  v/eek^end.  Occasionally  a member  could 
offer  some  hours  of  duty  during  the  day,  but  this  was  infrequent. 

In  the  case  of  the  Chesham  Medical  Comforts  Depot,  voluntary  aid 
by  St.  John  members  and  auxiliary  members  is  deeply  appreciated 
and  valued,  but  it  is  essential  that  someone  is  responsible 
throughout  the  day.  and  especially  that  this  person  is  available 
during  the  hours  at  which  the  social  medical  workers  may  wish  to 
telephone.  Messages  from  patients'  friends,  health  visitors  and 
social  workers  usually  come  in  at  any  time  from  9 <>00  a.m.  until 
6.00  p.m„  The  latest  call  received  in  I966  was  at  10.45  Pom.  on 
a Saturday  evening  a call  which  was  fully  , -justified;  the 
earliest  8.00  am. 
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A month's  list  of  applications  and  work  is  appended  to  this  report 
as  a corroborative  of  the  above  remarks,  and  it  w'ill  perhaps 
establish  the  fact  that  this  work  is  now  part  of  the  social 
services  of  the  district-  To  give  less  time  and  energy  to  it 
would  be  to  cause  increased  suffering  to  patients,  and  increased 
anxiety  to  those  who  care  for  them- 

Voluntary  v/ork  in  washing  returned  goods,  and  in  clerical  work, 
has  been  given  by  5 Sto  John  Nursing  Division  members,  and  10 
auxiliary  members  organised  by  Mrs-  Jo  Mash,  To  all  these  ladies 
I am  very  grateful » My  special  thanks  to  Mrs,  Mash  for  her 
kindness  in  allowing  me  to  take  three  weeks*  holiday  during  the 
year  - she  very  kindly  took  over  the  telephone  calls,  and  all  the 
work  and  journeys  to  the  Depot  which  these  involved. 

Financial 

Our  financial  statement  records  many  organisations  in  this  district 
who  have  during  the  year  made  most  welcome  and  generous  gifts  to 
the  Depot,  Here  we  say  a special  thank  you  to  the  Chesham  Urban 
District  Council  who ’sent  £75,  and  to  our  "oldest"  helpers  the 
John  Jackson  Darts  League  (£35) • We  always  send  a 'thank  you' 
to  those  who  make  any  donation  to  the  Fund,  and  to  those  patients 
who  are  able  to  make  a payment  for  the  goods  which  they  borrow. 

We  received  the  gift  of  a modern  wheel  chair  from  Mrso  Wingrove 
and  her  friends,  in  memory  of  her  husband  Mr,  Frank  Wingrove,  who 
died  in  November,  We  are  very  grateful  for  ihis  gift  which  will 
be  of  lasting  value  to.  many  invalids. 

At  the  31st.  December  - 


No.  1 

A/c 

(p.irchase  of  goods) 

£118,  2, 

4d 

No,  2 

A/c 

(Expenses) 

23-  12, 

9d 

No,  3 

A/o 

(sale  of  work) 

30.  13o 

5d 

The  Depot  Sa^e  of  Work  in  October  was  very  successful  and  brought 
a profit  of  £±40,  It  was  the  perfect  example  of  many  people  using 
leisure  - some  times  at  great  sacrifice  to  themselves  » money  and 

talent  with  but  one  thought  in  mind  - a desire  to  help  the  invalids 
of  our  district. 


srateful  to  Mrs.  Wilkins,  treasurer  of  the 
Depot  Funds,  who  relieves  me  of  all  work  in  the  presentation  of 
the  accounts,  and  to  Mr,  Dakin,  our  auditor,  who  once  again  has 
given  his  time  to  checking  those  records. 
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Our  transport  work  in  this  district  has  been  carried  out  voluntarily 
on  many  occasions  by  Mto  John  Ellis  ~ his  car,  and  large  store  of 
cheerful  kindness  to  many  invalids  has  been  deeply  appreciated. 

For  several  years  we  have,  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  & Mrs. 
Francis,  enjoyed  the  talk  and  discussion  of  our  Annual  Meeting  at 
their  home,  Botley  House;  we  do  thank  them  for  this  hospitality 
in  very  pleasant  surroundings." 
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SECTION  III 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948-1931 


Section  47 

Under  this  Section  when  persons  (a)  are  suffering  from  grave 
chronic  disease  or,  being  aged,  infirm  or  physically  incapacitated, 
are  living  in  insanitary  conditions,  and  (b)  are  unable  to  devote 
to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving  from  other  persons,  proper 
care  and  attention,  the  local  authority  may  apply  to  a magistrate 
or  a court  of  summary  jurisdiction  for  an  Order  to  remove  the 
person  to  a suitable  place o 

In  general  it  is  felt  preferable  for  persons  of  good  mental 
state  to  be  persuaded  to  accept  more  suitable  care  voluntarily. 

Most  patients  and  relatives  will  accept  the  combined  advice  of 
both  general  practitioner  and  medical  officer  of  health  and  can 
see  the  advantages  of  inform.al  admissions  and  discharges. 

No  formal  action  under  this  Section  was  taken  during  the  year. 


Section  *30 

Under  this  Section  the  District  Council  has  the  duty  to  arrange 
for  the  burial  of  any  person  who  has  died  in  their  area,  if  no  suit- 
able arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  body  are  being  madeo 

It  was  necessary  to  take  action  under  this  Section  in  respect 
of  one  case  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  IV 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


1.  NOTIFICATIONS  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  table  below  gives  the  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
during  1966,  together  with  figures  for  the  two  previous  years: 


DISEASE 

Cases  Notified 

1964 

1965 . 

1966 

Measles 

78 

400 

232 

Sonne  Dysentery 

- 

- 

4 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

6 

3 

1 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

^Infective  Hepatitis 

“ 

- 

13 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

10 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

2 

■^Infective  Hepatitis  became  notifiable  within  the  District  from  the 
1st.  September  I966. 


2.  IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 
(a)  Smallpox  Vaccination 

The  number  of  children  vaccinated  against  Smallpox  in  the  various 
age  groups  is  shown  in  the  table  below: 


Smallpox 

Vaccination 

Re- 

Vaccination 


The  Ministry  of  Health  now  recommends  that  Smallpox  vaccination  in 
children  be  carried  out  between  the  ages  of  one  and  two  years.  The 
incidence  of  side-effects  from  vaccination  is  known  to  be  less  in  this 
age  group. 


0-3 

months 

3-6 

months 

6-9 

months 

9-12 

months 

1 

year 

2-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

15 

and  over 

TOTAL 

13 

16 

3 

4 

229 

49 

16 

1 

331 

1 

5 

16 

2 

24 

13 

16 

3 

4 

250 

54 

32 

3 

355 
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(b)  Diphtheria,  Wboopin^  Con/^h  ar.d  TGtanus  Immunisation. 

The  use  of  Triple  Antigens  - containing  pertussis,  diphtheria 
and  tetanus  prophylactic  - continued  during  I9660  The  following 
tables  gives  the  numbers  of  children  who  were  protected  against 


these  diseases. 


Year  of  Birth 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1965 

1962 

1961 

i960 

1959 

1958 

■' 

1957  i 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953/2 

T’ 

Primary  Diph. 

Primary  Diph, 
/let. 

1 

1 

4 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Primary  Diph. 

/wc 

Primary  Triple 

147 

279 

42 

10 

2 

6 

1 

2 

1 

Primary 

Quadrilin 

Reinforcing 

Injection 

2 

6 

20 

6 

12 

237 

1 — 1 

3 

4 

5 

6 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Primary  WC 

I 

Primary 

Tetanus 

2 

9 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

149 

286 

63 

16 

14 

249 

146 

8 

7 

9 

7 

3 

5 

1 

(c_)  Poliomyelitis 


In  May  a new  schedule  of  vaccination  and  immunisation  was  put 
into  effect,  which  enabled  sabin  oral  vaccine  to  be  given  at  the 
same  time  as  the  injections  of  combined  Diphtheria/Pertussis/Tetanus 
antigen,  thus  reducing  the  number  of  attendances  necessary  to  obtain 
protection  agains"  these  four  diseases. 

No  separate  figures  for  Poliomyelitis  vaccination  are  available 
for  the  district o 

(d)  Tuberculosis 

B.C.Go  Vaccination  at  the  age  of  I3  years  is  provided  by  the 
School  Health  Service.  In  the  Amersham  and  Chesham  Division  it 
is  pleasing  to  note  that  once  again  there  was  an  excellent  response 
from  parents. 


' ■ 


[ 
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The  BoCcG.  vaccination  is  preceded  by  a tuberculin  test  which 
indicates  whether  the  individual  has  in  the  past  been  infected  with 
Tuberculosis.  Most  of  these  infections  are  very  mild  and  cause  no 
definite  symptoms.  The  number  reacting  to  this  test  is  a measure 
of  the  past  exposure  of  these  children  to  Tuberculosis,  and  in  this 
context  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  following  figures: 


Year 

Tuberculin  Positive 

1957 

1958 

14  cl^ 

1959 

13  oO^ 

i960 

10.5^ 

1961 

1962 

1965 

4.0/. 

1964 

6o0^ 

1965 

4.oi^ 

1966 

4.8^ 

Those  children  who  react  strongly  to  this  test  are  referred  to 
the  County  Chest  Physician  for  further  investigation,  and  usually 
a chest  X-ray. 
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SECTION  V 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS 


1. 


INSPECTION  OP  THE  AREA 


The  number  and  nature  of  visits  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  during  the  year  is  given  below; - 


Housing  Acts 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts 

(except  multi-occupied)  .o.  « o » eoo 

Houses  revisited  under  Housing  Acts 

(except  multi-occupied)  . . ooo  o.o 

Mul t X —occupied  houses  ©oo  oo©  ©©©  ©©©  ©< 

Overcrowding  and  "permitted  numbers"  surveys 
Visits  under  Rent  Acts  © © © . » © © © © © © . 

Visits  in  connection  with  improvement  grants 
Survey  of  houses  for  improvement  areas 
Compulsory  improvement  of  houses  © © © . « , 

Visits  to  housing  applicants  «©©  ..© 


No . of 
Visits 


8 

28 

1 

95 


Public  Health  Acts 

Primary  visit  to  houses  re  defects 
Revisits  to  houses  re  defects  . © © 
Nuisances  from  Animals  and  Refuse 
Caravan  Sites  © © „ © © , © „ © © © © 

Water  Supplies  © © © © © © © © . © © . 

Swimming  Pool  and  Paddling  Pool  © © © 
Sewers,  Drains  and  Cesspools  ©.© 
Drain  Tests  ©©©  ©©©  ©©•  ©©©  ©©© 

Sanitary  Accommodation  © © © © © © © © . 

Factories 

Power  Factories  © © . © © © © © © © © , 

Non-Power  Factories 
Other  Premises  (e©g©  Building  Sites) 
Outworkers  Premises  ©©©  ©©©  ©©© 

Food  and  Food  Premises 


0 0 4) 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

ooo 

OOO 

ooo 

OOO 

O 0 o 


ooo 

Ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

Ooo 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

o W o 

ooo 


55 

72 

64 

15 

74 

15 

59 

2 

2 


Butchers  © © © © © , © © © . , 

GlTOCGirS  ooo  oov  ooo  ooo  0< 

Fishmongers  ©©©  ©©©  ©„©  ©, 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Hotels 
Works  and  School  Canteens 


ooo 

o • • 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


0 0 4 

• o o 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

Ooo 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


15 

52 

1 

17 

6 
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Food  and  Pood  Premises  continued 


NOo  of 

Visits 


O 0 o 

0 o o 

OOP 

OOP 


Bakehouses  and  Confectioners 
Ice-cream  Premises  o <, . o o , 

Pood  Manufacturing  Premises  o o < 

Licensed  Premises  o = « o o » o » . 

Bairies  ooo  ooo  ooe  ooo  oot 
Visits  to  inspect  foodstuffs  or  take  samples 
Pood  Vehicles  inspected  and  stalls  inspected 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


ooo 

ooe 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


10 


2 

10 

55 

2 


General  Inspections 
Other  visits  ooo  ooo  ooo 
Investigation  of  Accidents 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


3 

21 

1 


Rodent  and  Insect  Pest  Control 


Rodent  Control  o o » ooo  ooo 
Insect  Pests  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo 
Disinfestation  for  insect  pests 


25 

11 

8 


Infectious  Disease  and  Pood  Poisoning 

Infectious  Disease  enquiries 
Disinfections  carried  out  ooo  ooc 

Pood  Poisoning  enquiries  ooo  » » < 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


51 

2 

1 


Noise  Abatement 

Visits  to  premises 
Observations  only  , 

Clean  Air 


Visits  to  Plant  or  Premises 
Observations  only  ooo  ooo 


9 

7 


Miscellaneous 


Agricultural  Premises  o » . o « , 

Pet  Shops  .00  ooo  ooo  OOI 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 
Rag  Plock  Premises  ooo 
Knacker ' s Yard  ooo  o » . o o , 

Schools  ooo  OOO  ooo  ooo  OOI 

Hairdressers  .oo  ooo  oo. 

Interviews  ooo  o o . o » . o « , 

Other  miscellaneous  visits 
No  access  - no  one  at  home  o o . 


ooo 

0 O d 

OOO 

O 0 • 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 


OOO 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

0 0# 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


1 

1 

4 

596 

71 

63 
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Complaints 

Complaints  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Department 
(excluding  complaints  of  rats  and  mice  which  are 
dealt  with  elsewhere  in  the  Report) o 


2o  INSECT  PESTS 

Numerous  requests  are  made  to  the  Public  Health  Department  for 
help  in  dealing  with  Insect  pests » Advice  on  appropriate  control 
methods  is  given  and  where  necessary  treatments  are  carried  out  by 
the  staff  of  the  Department o 

Nine  infestations  of  ants,  4 of  bees,  2 of  bedbugs,  2 of  flies 
and  1 of  fleas  were  treatedo  The  most  urgent  calls  for  assistance 
are  received  from  the  occupiers  of  premises  where  wasps'  nests  have 
been  located,  and  during  the  summer  months  the  Council's  Rodent  Officer 
is  employed  on  the  treatment  of  these  for  lengthy  periods.  In  1966 
51  wasps'  nests  were  destroyed.  No  charge  has  been  made  for  this 
service. 


5,  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  1936  & 1961  - ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES 

BY  INFORMAL  ACTION 


As  a result  of  the  investigation  of  complaints  and  during  the 
course  of  routine  work  a wide  variety  of  sanitary  defects  and  nuisances 
are  met  and  dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
In  the  majority  of  cases  remedies  are  effected  following  written  or 
verbal  requests  made  by  the  Public  Health  inspectors,  without  resort 
to  statutory  procedure. 

During  1966,  50  written  requests  were  made  with  respect  to  various 
defects,  A table  showing  the  type  of  matters  dealt  with  follows. 
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DEFECT 

NOo  OP 
OCCUPPENCES 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation 

6 

Defective  soil  drainage  systems 

4 

Overflowing  drainage  systems 

3 

Defective  roof  surface  water  drainage 

7 

Dampness  in  dwellings 

7 

Defective  and  leaking  roofs 

6 

Defective  ceiling  plaster 

4 

Defective  floors 

2 

Defective  stairs 

1 

Defective  chimney  stacks 

4 

Defective  fireplaces 

1 

Defective  electrical  wiring 

1 

Unsatisfactory  refuse  storage 

11 

Accumulation  of  litter 

1 

Contamination  of  water  supply 

2 

TOTAL 

60 

4 . PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  1936  & 1961  --  STATUTORY  NOTICES 

If  within  a reasonable  time  the  informal  action  described  above 
fails  to  secure  the  remedy  of  sanitary  defects  or  the  abatemeni:  of 
nuisances,  the  matters  concerned  axe  reported  to  the  Council's  Health 
Committee,  which  authorises  statutory  notices  to  be  served c The 
following  is  a statement  of  the  Statutory  Notices  served  and  complied 
with  during  the  ^/earo  4 


ACT  AND  SECTION 

NUMBER  OP  NOTICES 

Public  Health 
Act,  1956 

DETAILS 

Outstand- 
ing on 

1,  la66 

Served 

Complied 

With 

Outstand- 
ing on 

31. 12 066 

Section  45 

Defective  water 
closets 

4 

4 

Section  50 

Overflowing  cess- 
pool serving  4 
dwellings 

1 

1 

Section  95 

Defective  and 
dangerous  stairs 
in  dwelling 

1 

1 

. 

Section  95 

Defective  and 
dangerous 
boarded  floor 

- 

1 

T 

X 

- 

TOTAL 

- 

7 

6 

1 

20 


Prosecutions 


Court  proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  owners  of  a dwelling 
for  failure  to  comply  with  two  statutory  notices  requiring  the  execution 
of  works c One  notice  under  Section  93  of  the  Act,  required  the  repair 
of  defective  and  dangerous  stairs;  at  the  date  of  the  hearing  in  the 
Magistrates’  Court  the  work  had  been  done,  but  costs  in  the  sum  of  8 
guineas  were  awarded  to  the  Council - Proceedings  for  failing  to  comply 
with  the  second  notice  which  required  the  restoration  of  a supply  of 
water  to  the  flushing  cistern  of  the  water  closet  resulted  in  the 
defendants  being  fined  the  maximum  of  £5  and  ordered  to  pay  8 guineas 
costs  to  the  Council c 

Work  Carried  out  b.y  the  Council 

It  was  necessary  to  utilise  the  Council’s  powers  on  several 
occasions  to  clear  stoppages  in  drainage  systems  common  to  groups  of 
old  houses 0 Under  the  Puolic  Health  Act  1936,  these  systems  are 
"public  sewers"  which  the  Council  has  a duty  to  "maintain,  cleanse 
and  empty",  although  the  costs  of  any  works  of  repair  or  renewal  are 
recoverable  o The  v/ork  has  been  carried  out  by  labour  from  the 
Surveyor’s  Department,  The  absence  of  proper  inspection  chambers 
to  old  drainage  systems  often  makes  ihe  work  of  clearing  stoppages 
a lengthy  process. 


5. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT 


The  Noise  Abatemenx  Act,  i960,  empowers  the  local  authority  to 
take  action  in  respect  of  nuisances  caused  by  noise  and  vibration. 
Pew  complaints  of  noise  were  made  in  I966  and  no  formal  proceedings 
y,*’’-®  Council  were  necessary.  Informal  action  by  the  Council's 
Public  Healtn  Inspectors  resulted  in  the  abatement  of  one  alleged 

nuisance  caused  by  the  operation  of  a metal  polishing  shop  outside 
norma^  working  hours,  ^ 


6,  CLEAN  AIR 

The  Clean  Air  Act,  I956,  makes  provision  for  abating  the 
pollution  of  the  air,  a.ucii,xr.g  me 

course  of  the  year  contraventions  of  the  Act  m 

'threrLcasions“°''!^"y®'”""""“  recordedln 

^nree  occasions.  Ail  three  emissions  were  f-rnm  • 

an  oil-fired  boiler  at  laundry  premises  in  rS  st^ °t 

were  notified  and  requested  to  take  steps  to  pre;:^:  ^'^eoSrency " 
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Sectiorx  3 of  the  Act  requires  nev/  industrial  furnaces  to  be  as 
smokeless  as  practicable  and  the  local  authority  must  be  notified  of 
new  installations o No  notifications  of  new  furnaces  were  received 
during  the  year,, 

Under  Section  10  of  the  Act  the  local  authority  has  power  to 
reject  plans  showing  new  chimneys  if  they  are  not  satisfied  with  the 
height  of  the  chimneys  proposed » New  chimneys  were  shown  on  three 
plans;  two  were  approved  as  submitted  and  the  third  received  approval 
after  alterations  were  made  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of 
the  Public  Health  Inspectoro 

The  most  frequent  cause  of  complaint  from  members  of  the  public 
about  smoke  continues  to  be  the  burning  of  trade  refuse  on  bonfires 
or  on  improvised  incinerators » The  Public  Health  Inspectors  devote 
much  time  in  persuading  industrialists  and  traders  to  dispose  of 
refuse  in  a manner  less  annoying  to  their  neighbours o When  faced 
with  the  considerable  cost  of  removal  of  refuse  from  their  premises, 
traders  are  rather  reluctant  to  change  their  methods o 

The  Act  also  authorises  the  establishment  of  smoke  control  areas 
where,  subject  to  certain  exemptions  which  may  be  made,  smokelessness 
is  ensured c No  smoke  control  areas  have  been  established  in  Chesham. 
However,  it  is  worth  recording  that  a noteable  contribution  to  a 
cleaner  atmosphere  in  the  District  has  taken  place  in  recent  years 
with  the  closing  down  of  two  saw  mills  where  the  burning  of  wood 
waste  was  responsible  for  substantial  smoke  emissiono 

There  is  a marked  preference  for  smokeless  forms  of  heating  in 
new  housing  estates,  and  the  major  source  of  smoke  in  Chesham,  as 
indeed  throughout  the  country,  remains  the  older  type  of  domestic 
premises  burning  bituminous  fuels o 
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section  VI 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  v;ater  supply 

( a ) PiJ'hlic  Water  Supjalies 

Main  water  in  the  Chesham  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the 
Council's  Undertaking  and  the  Undertaking  of  the  Rickmansworth  and 
Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  and  amalgamated  companies » This 
Council’s  Undertaking  supplies  about  82^  of  the  total  dwexlings 
within  the  district  in  that  part  which  may  be  conveniently  described 
as  the  area  of  the  Urban  District  prior  to  the  extension  of 
boundaries  in  1954 » 


During  the  year  under  review  the  Undertakings  have  supplied  main 
water  that  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  regard  to  quantity  and 
quality. 

Treatment  and  Plumbo-Solvency  of  Y/ater 

The  main  supplies  receive  no  treatment  other  than  chlorination 
and  the  v/aters  are  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action „ 

Distribution  of  Main  Supplies 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  dv/ellings  and  estimated 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains 


Nco  of 

o 

O 

o 

Estimated 

Houses 

Caravans 

Population 

Internal  Piped  Supply 

6 c 449 

19.454 

External  Supply 

(standpipes) 

15 

51 

160 

Adequate  public  water  supplies  were  available  for  all  parts  of 
the  District  in  which  new  dwellings  were  erected  during  the  yearo 


Sampling  of  Public  Water  Supplies 


During  the  year  samples  have  been  taken  from  the  piped  water 
supplied  by  the  Chesham  Urban  District  Council  and  the  Rickmansworth 
and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 
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Forty-seven  samples,  thirty-eight  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  nine  for  chemical  analysis,  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  or  the  Public  Analyst,  Of  the  bacteriological  samples 
two  were  unsatisfactory  and  three  were  of  doubtful  quality.  These 
samples  were  all  from  the  Chesham  Council's  supply:  a series  of 
repeat  samples  from  the  same  sources  were  all  satisfactory  and 
suggested  that  the  earlier  contamination  was  of  a purely  adventitious 
origin. 

The  results  of  two  bacteriological  samples  were  declared  void 
due  to  the  delay  in  transit  to  the  Laboratory.  All  remaining 
samples  were  reported  to  be  of  high  chemical  and  bacteriological 
purity  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

Investigations  were  made  into  the  mysterious  appearance  of  an 
oily  film  on  water  allowed  to  stand  after  delivery  from  a tap  at  a 
new  dwelling  which  was  supplied  by  the  Council’s  Undertaking,  A 
special  chemical  analysis  revealed  that  the  film  was  due  to  minute 
traces  of  zinc,  this  compound  resulting  from  the  action  of  the  water 
on  the  new  galvanised  iron  supply  pipe.  The  amount  of  zinc  was  not 
so  excessive  as  to  effect  the  wholesomeness  of  the  water. 


Chemical  Analysis 

The  following  are  copies  of  the  Analyst’s  Reports  on  the 
examination  of  samples  from  four  different  sources  of  mains  water:- 


Reference  No, 

Sample  Collected  Prom 

Water  Undertaking 

Mo  206 

246b  Waterside,  Chesham 

Chesham  UoDoC, 

Mo  205 

70  Woodley  Hill,  Chesham 

Rickmansworth  & Uxbridge 

Valley  Water  Co, 

(Amersham  Main) 

Mo  122 

7 Field  Close,  Chesham 

(Berkhampstead  Main) 

M,54 

3 Mount  Nugent,  Chesham 

(Rickmansworth  Main) 
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Me  206  M.20^  Me  122  M.  34_ 


Sample  Ref.  No; 

Appearance 
Reaction  (pH) 

Free  Chlorine 
Total  Solids 
Loss  on  Ignition 
Chlorine  in  Chlorides 
Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen 
Nitrate  Nitrogen 
Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 
(5  hrs.  @ 98°F. ) 

Hardne  s s , Temporary 
Permanent 
Total 

Metals  - Lead,  Copper,  Zinc 


All 

clear  and 

colourless 

7.0 

7.0 

7.0 

6c9 

Parts  per  million 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0.05 

354 

520 

365 

400 

16 

18 

17 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0,002 

0 

0 

0 

CTs 

0,003 

4o0 

5.3 

4o0 

2.4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0,8 

1,2 

0,25 

1.4 

250 

255 

250 

295 

20 

21 

50 

25 

270 

276 

260 

520 

Not  found 


(b)  Private  Well  Supplies 


Twenty-one  dwellings  and  three  business  premises  in  the  district 
are  dependent  upon  a supply  of  water  from  wells,  these  being  mostly 
deep  bore  wells.  They  are  known  to  yield  an  adequate  supply  all  the 
year  round,  and  the  water  is  of  high  bacteriological  quality. 

Sampling  of  the  water  is  carried  out  from  time  to  time  and  given 
below  is  a table  showing  the  number  of  samples  collected  in  1966, 
together  with  the  results  of  examinations  carried  out; 


SAMPLING  OP  WELL  WATER  SUPPLIES 

Number 

of 

Samples 

Result  of  Examination 

Satisfactory 

Suspicious 

Unsatisfactory 

Bacteriological 

Examination 

21 

17 

1 

3 

Chemical 

Analysis 

5 

2 

- 

1 

The  suspicious  and  unsatisfactory  samples  were  taken  from  two 
wells  supplying  houses  in  Missenden  Road.  In  both  cases  the  owners 
took  steps  to  remove  the  suspected  sources  of  contamination  after 
being  notified  of  the  results  and  further  sampling  was  in  progress 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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2 . PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 


The  Council's  Swimming  Bath  has  again  proved  very  popular,  and 
attendances  shov/  a small  increase  over  the  previous  yearo 

Once  again  further  improvements  to  provide  sun-bathing  area, 
spectators'  seating  and  toilets  have  had  to  be  postponed  due  to 
financial  restrictions o 

The  bath  is  filled  with  water  from  a well  on  the  site,  and  the 
filtration  and  chlorination  plant  continues  to  ensure  that  the  water 
is  attractive  and  safe  for  bathing  at  all  times o Eight  samples  of 
water  from  the  bath  were  examined  bacteriologically  and  found  to  be 
satisfactoryo 

Paddling  Pool  - Lowndes  Park 

The  pool  continues  to  be  popular  with  small  children  and  is 
filled  with  water  from  the  Townes  m.ains  supply,  and  further 
chlorinated  and  renewed  at  frequent  intervals o 


3 = SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  sewerage  of  the  town  is  on  a separate  system,  foul  sewers 
discharging  to  the  Council’s  Sewage  Disposal  Works  in  Latimer  Road. 

Vfork  commenced  in  June  on  the  complete  reconstruction  of  these 
works,  the  scheme  incorporating  screens  and  grit  chambers, 
sedimentation  tanks,  additional  percolating  filters,  humus  tanks, 
heated  sludge  digestion  tanks  and  further  sludge  drying  beds. 

Parts  of  the  District  not  served  by  Public  Sewer 

A survey  carried  out  in  1955/54  showed  that  approximately  450 
dwellings  were  situated  in  areas  not  served  by  a public  sewer. 

This  niimber  has  since  increased  with  the  building  of  further  houses 
in  Berkeley  Avenue,  Botley  Road  and  other  outlying  parts  of  the 
town.  Most  of  the  dwellings  drain  to  either  a sealed  cesspool  or 
to  a septic  tank  and  soakaway  into  chalk. 

Cesspools 

Since  1954  sealed  cesspools  only  have  been  permitted  for  new 
dwellings.  These  must  have  a capacity  of  not  less  than  4,000 
gallons,  a capacity  which  is  adequate  for  the  average  household  for 
at  least  two  months.  A typical  cesspool  in  the  Chesham  district 
consists  of  a circular  pit  15  feet  deep  below  the  level  of  the  inlet, 
8 feet  in  diameter,  constructed  in  9"  brickwork  and  cement  rendered 
internally  with  a concrete  base  and  cover. 


Cesspool  Emptying 


The  Council's  machine  emptied  571  cesspools  during  the  year, 

558  at  premises  within  the  District,  the  remainder  in  adjoining  areas. 

4„  REFUSE  COLLECTION  MD  DISPOSAL 

Household  and  certain  Trade  Refuse  is  collected  within  the  Urban 
District  and  disposal  of  this  is  by  incineration  at  the  Council's 
refuse  destructor  in  Latimer  Road. 

The  destructor  cells  have  been  reconstructed  during  the  year, 
and  other  maintenance  repairs  carried  out. 

Storage  of  Household  Refuse 

The  paper-sack  system  of  refuse  storage  was  introduced  at 
further  new  dwellings  on  Council  estates  during  I9660 

5o  SLUM  CLEARANCE; 

THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  OLD  HOUSES 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

One  block  of  four  cottages  was  surveyed  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Housing  Acts  during  the  year  and  action  was  commenced  to  secure 
the  closure  of  tv/o  of  the  cottages  that  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation. 

Urban  Renewal 


Negotiations  have  continued  for  the  purchase  of  houses  in  a 


t purposes 


The  Compulsory  Improvement  of  House s 


with  new 
either 
e street  or 
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As  previously  reported,  two  possible  improvement  areas  were 
surveyed  in  I964,  namely  Sunny side  Road  and  an  area  centred  around 
Church  Street o So  far  the  Council’s  steps  to  encourage  voluntary 
improvement  of  the  houses  in  these  areas  have  met  with  little  success, 
but  in  view  of  the  financial  restrictions  operating  and  the  local 
shortage  of  suitable  labour,  I966  was  considered  an  inopportune  time 
to  adopt  compulsory  powers 0 Moreover,  it  is  generally  felt  that 
the  efforts  involved  in  using  the  protracted  and  cumbersome  procedure 
for  area  improvement  would  hardly  be  worth  the  results  achieved o 
As  an  alternative,  the  power  to  require  landlords  to  improve  houses 
at  the  request  of  tenants  appears  to  be  preferable.,  When  financial 
restrictions  are  lifted  and  staff  shortages  have  been  overcome,  it 
is  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible  to  give  greater  publicity  to  this 
power  so  that  tenants  wanting  improvements  can  set  the  procedure  in 
motiono  Up  to  the  end  of  I966  no  tenant  had  in  fact  made  application 
to  the  Council  to  use  these  powers 0 


6 , GRANTS  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  OLD  HOUSES 

The  Council  has  continued  to  make  Discretionary  and  Standard 
Grants  for  the  improvement  of  old  houses  and  the  Public  Health 
Department  is  responsible  for  the  considerable  amount  of  adminis- 
trative work  attached  to  the  operation  of  these  schemes o The 
Public  Health  Inspectors  made  95  visits  during  the  year  to  advise 
applicants  on  proposals  or  to  inspect  works  in  progress o 

In  the  year  under  review,  a total  of  18  applications  for  both 
types  of  grant  was  received  as  against  50  '^he  previous  yearo 
Details  are  given  in  the  tables  following: 


STANDARD  GRANTS 


Owner/Occupiers 

Tenanted 

All 

Applica- 

tions 

Total 

Standar.d 

Standard 

5 

point 

5 

point 

5 

point 

5 

point 

Applications  Received 

5 

1 

7 

- 

15 

Applications  Approved 

5 

2 

7 

Applications  Deferred 

- 

1 

Ju 

- 

1 

Applications  Refused* 

... 

- 

5 

5 

Dwellings  Improved 

8 

- 

T 

■■ 

9 

*See  note  on  next  page 
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Standard  Grants  continued 

Amount  paid  in  grants 

£1,104=  10.  9d 

Average  grant  per  house 

122.  14.  6d 

Number  of  amenities  provided 

fixed  bath 

4 

shower 

1 

wash-hand  basin 

6 

hot  water  supply 

(to  any  fittings) 

6 

water  closet 

fa)  within  dwelling 

8 

(b)  accessible  from 

dwelling 

- 

food  store 

7 

*The  applications  refused  related  to  houses  in  an  area  affected  by 
the  Council's  scheme  for  a new  road  and  housing  estate  in  Waterside. 
The  houses  were  subsequently  purchased  by  the  Council o 

In  the  years  1959  "to  I966  inclusive,  a total  of  77  applications 
for  Standard  Grants  have  been  received,  of  which  67  have  been 
approved.  59  of  the  schemes  have  been  completed o 


DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 


Owner/Occupiers 

Tenanted 

Total 

Applications  Received 

4 

q 

5 

Applications  Approved 

4 

1 

5 

Applications  Refused 

- 

Dwellings  Improved 

11 

2 

15 

Amount  paid  in  grants 

£4,217o 

15o 

Od 

Average  grant  per  house 

324o 

80 

lOd 

Since  1954 » 196  applications  for  "Discretionary"  improvement 
grants  have  been  received  and  of  these  188  have  been  approved. 

165  of  the  schemes  have  been  completed. 


7»  HOUSING  REPAIRS 


The  number  of  houses  at  which  repairs  were  carried  out  following 
informal  action  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  was  five. 
Action  was  in  most  cases  the  result  of  complaints  made  to  the  Public 
Health  Department  by  the  occupiers  concerned.  No  applications  for 
Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  Rent  Acts  1957  were  received 
during  the  year. 

No  routine  house-to-house  inspection  of  dwelling  houses  has 
been  carried  out  during  the  yearo 


8,  HOUSES  IN  MULTIPLE  OCCUPATION 


The  Housing  Acts,  I96I  and  1964)  have  given  local  authorities 
extensive  powers  to  control  houses  which  are  let  in  lodgings  or  which 
are  occupied  by  more  than  one  familyo  Suitable  and  sufficient 
facilities  may  be  required  together  with  provision  for  means  of 
escape  in  case  of  fire^  The  number  of  occupants  may  be  limited 
according  to  the  accommodation  or  facilities  available « Where 
management  standards  are  bad  a code  of  management  may  be  applied 
and  in  extreme  cases  local  authorities  may  take  over  the  property 
under  control  orders o 

In  January  I966  notices  under  Section  I5  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1961,  were  served  upon  the  landlords  of  eleven  multi-occupied 
houses  requiring  the  facilixies  provided  to  be  brought  up  to  the 
standards  previously  adopted  by  the  Council o The  principal 
requirements  of  the  notices  were  the  provieion  of  extra  water 
closets  and  v/ashing  facilities;  the  installation  or  maintenance 
of  hot  water  systems;  the  provision  of  suitable  room  heating  and 
the  improvement  of  ventilation o 

Notices  requiring  the  provision  of  suitable  means  of  escape 
in  case  of  fire  were  also  served  on  the  persons  in  control  of  twelve 
multi-occupied  premises u The  notices  were  based  upon  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  Eire  Prevention  Department  of  the  Bucks o County  Council 
whose  Officers  had  inspected  each  property, 

A period  of  six  months  was  originally  specified  for  completion 
of  the  works  required  by  these  notices,  but  so  little  progress  had 
been  made  by  the  end  of  this  time  that  the  period  was  extended  until 
the  31st.  December  1966-.  Much  of  the  work  required  was  still  out- 
standing at  the  end  of  this  period  and  the  Council  were  faced  with 
the  difficult  decision  of  how  best  to  enforce  the  requirements  of 
the  notices.  Before  reaching  a decision  on  the  matter  further 
reports  are  being  submitted  to  the  Counci 1 by  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector. 
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Directions  under  Section  19  oi  'the  Housing  Act,  1961  limiting 
the  number  of  individuals  who  should  occupy  premises  v/ere  made  in 
respect  of  four  houses.. 


9o  GOUHCIL  HOUSING  IN  GHESHAM 


During  I966  the  Gouncil  rehoused  98  families,  including  48 
exchanges.  Since  1946,  Ghesham  Gouncil  have  provided  alternative 
housing  accommodation  for  2,396  families,  and  the  follov/ing  details 
of  the  number  of  new  dwellings  erected  in  the  post-war  period  are  • 
of  interest. 


Temporary 

Bungalows 

OoA.Po 

Bungalows 

and 

Flatlets 

GOUNGIL 

TOTALS 

HOUSES  EREGTED  BYs 

Year 

Houses 

Flats 

PRIVATE 

ENTERPRISE 

HOUSING 

ASSOGIATIONS 

1946/ 

1950 

55 

186 

56 

257 

85 

1951/ 

1955 

253 

86 

40 

559 

229 

10 

1956/ 

i960 

126 

129 

255 

1,109 

22 

1961/ 

1965 

— 

82 

32 

37 

151 

842 

1966 

- 

11 

29 

- 

40 

70 

TOTALS 

35 

638 

512 

77 

1,062 

2,335 

32 

At  the  close  of  the  year  no  dwellings  were  under  construction 
by  the  Gouncil,  but  II5  dwellings  were  under  private  construction. 


Housing  Needs 


The  waiting  list  of  applicants  for  Gouncil  accommodation 
is  restricted  to  persons  who  reside  or  work 
562  in  December  I966,  This  number 
the  previous  year, 
elderly  persons  or  couples 


which 

in  the  town,  numbered 
compares  with  446  applicants  in 
The  1966  figure  includes  89  applications  from 
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10.  CARAVAN  SITES 


Three  Licences  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development 
Act,  i960  are  in  operationo  These  sites  are  occupied  by  single 
caravans  only  and  the  Licences  are  for  limited  periods.  The  condi- 
tions imposed  by  the  Licences,  although  based  on  the  model  standards, 
are  suitably  modified  to  take  account  of  the  temporary  nature  of  the 
sites . 

Council’s  Caravan  Site  - Trapps  Lane 

The  Council’s  Caravan  Site,  Trapps  Lane,  which  accommodates  46 
caravans,  has  been  fully  occupied  throughout  the  year.  Planning 
permission  for  this  site  will  expire  at  the  end  of  March,  I968. 

The  site  will  then  be  used  for  housing  development. 


11.  RODENT  CONTROL 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Under  this  Act  it  is  the  duty  of  the  local  authority  to  take 
such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure,  as  far  as  practicable, 
that  their  district  is  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice. 

The  Council’s  duties  are  carried  out  by  one  full-time  Rodent 
Officer  working  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 
His  time  is  divided  between  surveys  and  treatments  of  all  types  of 
premises,  including  farms.  Surveys  are  carried  out  as  a result  of 
notification  by  occupiers  or  in  the  course  of  the  general  inspection 
of  the  District.  The  table  following  shows  that  172  premises  were 
inspected  as  a result  of  notifications,  and  that  1,181  properties 
were  inspected  in  the  course  of  routine  surveys. 

The  majority  of  infestations  discovered  are  treated  by  the  Rodent 
Officer,  only  a few  occupiers  preferring  to  carry  out  their  own  treat- 
ments. A charge  is  made  for  treatments  at  business  premises.  The 
present  rate  is  10/-d  per  hour  inclusive,  but  a review  of  this  charge 
is  pending  in  view  of  rising  costs. 

Informal  notices  requiring  occupiers  of  properties  to  deal  with 
infestations  were  served  on  seven  occasions  during  the  year. 

Test  baiting  in  late  1965  indicated  that  the  Council’s  sewers 
were  free  of  rats  and  no  test  baiting  or  treatments  of  the  sewers 
were  carried  out  in  I966. 
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A summary  of  action  taken  during  the  year  is  given  below: 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAN  SEWERS 

NON- 

AGRICULTURAL 

AGRICULTURAL 

Number  of  properties  in  district 

(1.4o66) 

7,525 

37 

Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification 

172 

•lu 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

66 

- 

(ii)  Mice 

15 

~ 

Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 
for  reasons  other  than 
notification 

1,144 

57 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

29 

2 

(ii)  Mice 

5 

1 

Total  number  of  properties  where 
treatment  for  rats  and/or  mice 
has  been  completed 

105 

1 2 o RAG,  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  IIATERIALS  ACT,  I96I 

The  purpose  of  this  Act  is  to  ensure  that  rag,  flock  and  other 
filling  materials  used  in  the  manufaccure  of  furniture,  bedding, 
soft  toys,  etCo,  are  of  a satisfactory  standard  of  cleanlinesso 
Where  such  articles  are  manufactured,  the  Act  provides  for  regis- 
tration of  the  premises c The  premises  of  one  uphols“erer  in 
Chesham  are  registered  under  the  Act. 


13^  WELFARE  OP  ANIMALS 


In  recent  years  three  Acts  of  Parliament  have  given  local 
authorities  duties  in  relation  to  the  health  and  welfare  of  animals. 
These  Acts  are  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951,  the  Animal  Boarding 
Establishments  Act,  I963,  and  the  Riding  Establishments  Act,  1964. 
The  two  former  are  administered  by  the  District  Council  and  the 
latter  by  the  Bucks,  County  Council, 


In  March,  I966,  Mr.  David  D.  Unwin  B. Vet. Med.,  M.R.C.V.S., 
was  appointed  to  carry  out  the  inspection  of  premises  and  animals 
under  the  Acts  enforced  by  the  Council.  Administrative  provisions 
are  dealt  with  by  the  Public  Health  Department. 

(a)  Pet  Animals  Act,  1931 

This  Act  regulates  the  conditions  in  which  pet  animals  are  kept 
pending  sale.  It  provides  for  the  licensing  of  premises  from  which 
pet  animals  are  sold  and  empowers  a Local  Authority  to  make  conditions 
regarding  the  housing  and  care  of  the  pets. 

A pet  shop,  the  only  one  in  the  town,  was  established  at  new 
business  premises  in  I964.  A licence  was  first  issued  in  June  I966 
when  the  Council  were  finally  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  made 
for  display  of  the  animals  kept  for  sale. 

.(b)  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  I963 

This  Act  provides  for  a system  of  licensing  and  inspection  by 
local  authorities  of  any  establishment  at  v/hich  a business  of 
providing  accommodation  for  cats  and  dogs  is  carried  on. 

One  licence  has  been  in  operation  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
premises  accommodating  22  dogs  and  26  cats.  Satisfactory  conditions 
have  been  maintained. 


14.  KNACKER’S  YARD 

The  Knacker’s  Yard  situated  at  Broadview  Farm  has  been  licensed 
by  the  Council  during  the  year,  but  few  animals  have  been  slaughtered 
there. 

The  licence  does  not  authorise  the  slaughter  of  horses  at  the 
premises  but  the  carcases  of  ^8  horses  and  5 donkeys  killed  at 
farms  or  stables  were  brought  to  the  Yard  during  the  year. 


15.  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  ACT,  1937 

Registration  of  Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

Occupiers  of  28  premises  at  which  the  business  of  hairdresser 
or  barber  is  carried  on  are  registered  under  Section  92  of  the 
Buckinghamshire  County  Council  Act,  1957o 

Byelaws  as  to  hairdressers  and  barbers  came  into  operation  on 
the  1st.  October,  1958.  These  byelaws  make  provision  for  securing 
the  cleanliness  of  premises,  of  equipment  used  and  of  persons  working 
on  the  premises. 
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16 o THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  I96I 

The  Council  are  responsible  for  enforcing  certain  provisions 
of  the  Factories  Act  relating  to  health,  and  annexed  to  this  report 
are  tables  giving  particulars  of  the  visits  made  to  factories  by 
Public  Health  Inspectors  and  the  cases  in  which  defects  were  found o 
Owing  to  the  shortage  of  staff  available  for  this  routine  work,  few 
visits  were  made  to  factories  during  I966. 

Plans  of  new  factories  are  examined  in  the  Public  Health 
Department  and  appropriate  comments  are  passed  to  the  Architects 
concerned  with  a view  to  ensuring  that  sanitary  conveniences  and 
other  provisions  as  to  health  meet  with  the  statutory  requirements. 

The  principal  industries  in  which  local  factories  are  engaged 
are  indicated  by  the  list  belowo 

Factories  with  Power 


Light  Engineering 

Woodware,  joinery  and  sawmills 

Motor  vehicle  repairs 

Printers 

Brushware 

Pood  manufacture  and  packing 

Aircraft  seats 

Foundries 

Injection  moulding 

Boot  manufacturing 

Instrument  manufacturers 

Shoe  repairs 

Tubular  furniture 

Scrap  sorting  and  packing 

Radio  and  TV  repairers 

Gas  and  electric  suppliers 

Tailors 

Jewellers 

Other  industries 


25 

12 

15 

7 

5 

4 

4 
1 
2 
o 

5 
2 
3 


2 


2 


2 

2 

1 

23 


115 
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Factories  (No  Mechanical  Power) 


Descaling  fluid  1 

Car  accessories  1 


Outworkers 


Under  Section  133  of  the  Factories  Act,  I96I,  the  occupier  of 
every  factory  employing  outworkers  in  certain  specified  classes  of 
work  must  send  to  the  District  Council  during  the  months  of  February 
and  August  of  each  year  a list  showing  all  the  outworkers  employed 
by  him  during  the  previous  six  months.  A table  showing  the  persons 
employed  as  outworkers  in  the  specified  trades  in  Chesham  is  annexed 
to  the  report. 


1 7 o OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1965 

This  Act  which  makes  provision  for  the  safety,  health  and 
welfare  of  people  employed  in  offices,  shops  and  railway  premises, 
came  into  operation  during  1964.  The  Act  enforces,  for  the  first 
time,  the  provision  of  amenities  in  offices  similar  to  those  required 
in  factories.  At  the  same  time  the  requirements  affecting  shops 
have  been  brought  into  line  with  those  for  offices. 

The  aspects  of  health,  safety  and  welfare  which  are  regulated 
by  the  Act  are  cleanliness;  overcrowding;  temperature;  ventilation 
lighting;  sanitary  conveniences;  washing  facilities;  drinking 
water;  accommodation  for  clothing;  seating  facilities;  seats  for 
sedentary  workers;  heating  facilities;  the  condition  of  floors, 
passages  and  stairs;  danger  from  machinery;  noise  and  vibration; 
prohibition  of  heavy  work  by  certain  classes  of  employees;  first 
aid  facilities  and  fire  precautions.  Enforcement  of  the  Act  is 
shared  between  H.M,  Factory  Inspectors,  the  Local  Authority,  the 
Fire  Authority  and  H.M,  Inspectors  of  Mines  and  Quarries, 

Regulations  have  been  issued  defining  the  standards  to  be 
imposed  for  a number  of  these  subjects  and  in  addition  considerable 
detailed  guidance  and  information  has  been  issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Labour  with  a view  to  securing  the  uniform  administration  of  the 
Act. 


Section  60  (l)  of  the  Act  requires  local  authorities  to  submit 
an  annual  report  to  the  Minister  of  Labour  on  their  proceedings  under 
the  Act.  The  narrative  part  of  the  third  report  covering  the  year 
1966  is  reproduced  below  and  the  prescribed  particulars  (mainly 
statistics)  are  given  in  the  annexe.  The  report  shows  that  by  the 
end  of  the  year  222  premises  at  which  1,470  persons  were  employed 
had  registered  with  the  Council. 

Annual  Report  of  Local  Authority  to  the  Minister  of 
Labour  under  Section  60  of  the  Act 

(1)  Period  of  the  Report 

This  report  is  for  the  year  I966;  it  is  the  third  to  be 
prepared  and  the  second  to  cover  a full  yearns  operation  of  the  Act. 

( 2 ) Administration  of  the  Act 


The  Council's  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  responsible  for 
administration  of  the  Authority's  functions  under  the  Act. 

The  Council's  establishment  provides  for  a staff  of  three  Public 
Health  Inspectors,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  a Deputy  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  and  one  additional  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  C.PoHoI.  and  Deputy  C.PoH.I.,  also  hold  appointments  as  the 
Council's  Housing  Manager  and  Deputy  Housing  Manager  respectively. 

The  officer  appointed  as  additional  Public  Health  Inspector  resigned 
in  November  I965  and  this  post  has  been  vacant  throughout  1966.  No 
further  attempts  to  fill  the  vacancy  have  been  made  since  the  entirely 
unsuccessful  efforts  between  August  and  November  I965  when  the  post 
was  widely  advertised  on  three  occasions  without  response. 

The  shortage  of  an  Inspector  has  caused  a se?jious  disruption 
of  work  under  the  Act.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  continue  the 
systematic  general  inspection  of  premises  which  v/as  started  early  in 
1965 • In  fact,  only  three  premises  were  sub.iected  to  a general 
inspection  during  the  year  and  the  total  number  of  visits  of  all 
kinds  by  Inspectors  to  registered  premises  amounted  to  only  25. 

When  the  Act  came  into  force  most  employers  knew  of  its  existence, 
even  if  vaguely  so,  as  a result  of  the  publicity  given  to  it;  they 
expected  visits  from  Inspectors  and  readily  complied  with  their  requests 
during  the  initial  period  of  operation.  The  loss  of  the  opportunity 
to  complete  inspections  of  all  premises  in  this  agreeable  but  short- 
lived atmosphere  must  be  a matter  for  regret.  Further  delay  can  make 
the  job  only  more  difficult. 


(5)  Registration  of  Premises 

Action  has  been  taken  to  keep  the  Register  of  Premises  up  to 
date  so  far  as  possible <,  Nineteen  letters  were  sent  to  new  or 
changed  occupiers  drawing  their  attention  to  the  Act  and  enclosing 
the  appropriate  form  of  registration  for  completiono  Whilst  the 
responsibility  for  registration  rests  on  the  employer,  few  nev/ 
employers  would  register  unless  this  procedure  were  adopted. 

Sixteen  premises  were  registered  during  the  year,  the  number 
on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  totalling  222.  This  figure 
is  nine  more  than  in  19^5  <> 

(4)  General  Provisions  of  the  Act 

During  the  course  of  the  few  visits  that  were  made  to  premises 
covered  by  the  Act,  ten  contraventions  were  noted,  resulting  in  five 
informal  notices  being  sent  to  employers. 

The  contraventions  were  concerned  with  the  following  matters 


(2  cases) 
(1  case) 
(1  case) 
(l  case) 
(2  cases) 
(5  cases) 


Defects  in  sanitary  conveniences 

Inadequate  heating 

Floors  not  kept  clean 

Absence  of  a thermometer 

Failure  to  provide  first  aid  boxes 

Failure  to  display  an  Abstract  of  the  Act 


(5)  New  Offices  and  Shops 

Plans  which  are  submitted  to  the  Council  and  show  new  offices, 
shops  or  other  premises  likely  to  be  within  scope  of  the  Act  are 
examined  by  a Public  Health  Inspector  before  approval.  Architects 
have  frequently  to  be  reminded  about  the  requirements  of  the  Act 
and  relevant  Regulations.  This  advisory  work  is  restricted  somewhat 
by  the  fact  that  most  new  offices  and  shops  are  built  to  let  and  at 
the  time  when  plans  are  scrutinised  the  type  of  business  and  number 
of  employees,  etc.,  are  not  known.  The  advice  given  is  therefore 
more  in  general  than  precise  terms. 

One  point  has  received  particular  attention  and  may  be  worthy 
of  comment.  The  Act  requires  the  provision  of  washing  facilities 
for  employees  and  facilities  are  also  required  for  supplying  drinking 
water  and  for  rinsing  drinking  vessels.  The  Act  does  not  stipulate 
that  these  facilities  shall  be  separate.  When  suomitted  most  plans 
show  a wash-hand  basin  as  serving  both  purposes,  with  the  basin 
situated  in  or  adjoining  the  water  closet.  Wlnerever  possible 
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Architects  have  been  persuaded  to  provide  a separate  facility  (for 
example,  a tap  and  sink)  for  supplying  drinking  water  and  rinsing 
drinking  vessels,  away  from  the  toilet  facilities o 


(6)  Accidents 


Only  one  accident  was  reported  during  the  year.  This  occurred 
to  a woman  employed  in  a store  who  cut  her  leg  against  a stack  of 
self-service  baskets. 


(?)  Prescribed  Particulars 

The  Appendix  to  the  report  contains  the  following  tables, 
giving  the  prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Act. 

TABLE  A - Registrations  and  General  Inspections 

TABLE  B “ Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to 
Registered  Premises 

TABLE  C - Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises 
by  Workplace 

TABLE  D - Exemptions 

TABLE  E •=  Prosecutions 

TABLE  P •=  Inspectors 
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S E C T I 0 N VII 

INSPECTION  ANN  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


le  MILK 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 

Since  1949?  the  duties  of  Local  Authorities  ha.ve  been  concerned 
mainly  with  the  enforcement  of  provisions  relating  to  the  distribution 
of  milk  and  its  handling  and  treatment  at  premises  other  than  dairy 
farms o The  provisions  with  regard  to  the  infection  of  milk  with 
diseases  communicable  to  man  are  also  the  responsibility  of  Local 
Authorities. 

Five  milk  distributors  and  one  dairy  are  registered  in  the  Urban 
District o One  producer/retailer  operates  from  premises  in  the 
Districto 

Milk  supplies  are  sampled  regularly  by  Officers  of  the  Bucks  <> 
County  Council  and  tested  for  both  compositional  and  bacteriological 
quality* 

Tests  to  check  the  cleansing  of  milk  bottles  at  the  local  dairy 
are  arranged  regularly  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors*  During  the 
year  36  washed  milk  bottles  in  six  batches  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory*  The 
average  mean  bottle  count  was  satisfactory  on  all  batches* 

Milk  from  Dispensers 

Five  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  a milk  dispenser  at  a snack 
bar  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination*  Three  of  the 
samples  failed  tests  prescribed  for  the  designation  of  milk  concerned* 
The  occupier  of  the  premises  was  notified  and  requested  to  give  more 
attention  to  the  proper  cleansing  of  the  dispenser* 

Milk  Suuplies  - Brucella  Abortus 

No  action  to  deal  with  infected  supplies  of  milk  was  necessary 
during  the  year* 
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2 „ ICE-CREAM 

Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etCo)  Regulations 

No  ice-cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district  and  the  ice-cream 
sold  from  the  shops  is  of  the  pre-packed  variety  supplied  by  large 
firms  distributing  on  a national  scale.  The  vehicles  from  which 
ice-cream  is  sold  are  also  operated  by  firms  whose  premises  are 
situated  outside  the  district. 

Two  samples  of  ice-creani  were  collected  from  vans  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examinationo 
The  grading  of  the  samples  was  satisfactory. 


5.  LIQUID  EGG 


The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations , 1963 

These  Regulations  which  came  into  operation  on  the  Ist.  January 
1964?  require  the  pasteurisation  of  liquid  egg  to  be  used  in  food 
intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption,  other  than  egg  broken  out 
on  the  food  manufacturer's  premises  and  used  within  24  hours.  The 

Regulations  prescribe  the  method  of  pasteurisation  and  the  test  to 
be  satisfied.  Enforcement  is  the  responsibility  of  Local  Authorities. 
There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  District. 


4.  FOOD  HYGIENE 


The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  i960 
(a)  Food  Businesses 


The  table  following  shows  the  categories  of  trade  carried  on 
in  the  food  premises  in  the  District  subject  to  these  Regulations. 
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— 

Principal 

Business 

— 

No. 

Pitted  to 
comply  with 
Rego  16  + 

Rego  19  * 

applicable 

Pitted  to 
comply  with 
Rego  19 

Grocery 

59 

39 

39 

37 

Greengrocery 

Greengrocery 

9 

9 

9 

4 

Stalls 

2 

N.Ao 

ICtJ 

Butchers 

12 

LiL 

12 

12 

Wet  Fish 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Pish  Prying 

5 

3 

3 

3 

Bakers 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Sweet  Shops 

17 

17 

n 

J-  i 

10 

Catering 

n 

\ 

6 

7 

7 

Canteens 

8 

8 

8 

8 

School  Meals 

9 

9 

9 

Q 

Manufacturing 

1 

n 

X 

-t 

X 

Licensed  Premises 

25 

23 

23 

25 

Clubs,  Halls 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Warehouses 

2 

2 

=•' 

146 

143 

142 

128 

NOTE;  + Regulation  16  requires  the  provision  of  wash-hand,  basins 
supplied  with  hot  and  cold  or  v;arm  water o 


* Regulation  19  requires  in  all  food  premises  in  which 
open  food  is  handled  the  provision  of  sinks  or  other  facilities  for 
washing  food  and  equipment.  The  occupieis  of  the  I4  premises  not 
fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  19  have  teen  granted  Certificates 
of  Exemption  by  the  Council  and  in  granting  these  exemptions  the 
Council  had  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  fcod  handled,  mainly  fruit, 
vegetables  and  confecticneiy,  and  the  limited  equipment  used  upon 
the  premises o 

( ^ ) Inspection  of  Food  P.remises 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  made  1^0  visits  to 
premises  subject  to  the  Regulations.  On  nineteen  occasions  written 
notices  detailing  infringements  found  were  sent  to  the  person 
responsible.  The  matters  concerned  are  summarised  as  follows. 


Regulation 

Item 

NOo  of 
Cases 

6 

Equipment  not  kept  clean 

2 

6 

Equipment  in  disrepair 

5 

8 

Food  exposed  to  contamination 

4 

9 

Smoking  by  food  handler 

1 

14 

W.C's.  not  kept  clean 

2 

14 

"Wash  your  Hands"  notice  not  displayed 

2 

16 

Wash-hand  basin  not  provided  or  maintained 

8 

18 

Clothing  locker  not  provided 

1 

19 

Sinks  not  provided  or  maintained 

6 

20 

Insufficient  lighting 

1 

25 

Food  rooms  not  kept  clean 

7 

25 

Food  rooms  in  disrepair 

10 

24 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

4 

Total 

— - 1 

53 

A shortage  of  one  Public  Health  Inspector  throughout  the  twelve 
months  made  it  impossible  for  the  remaining  staff  to  carry  cut  the 
inspections  that  are  necessary  to  enforce  these  Regulations  in  food 
premises.  Past  experience  has  indicated  that  when  inspections  drop 
off  so  do  the  standards  of  hygiene  behind  the  food  counters,  and  when 
routine  inspections  are  resumed  again  an  accumulation  of  contraven- 
tions will  doubtless  be  found. 


(c)  Prosecutions 


In  October  1966,  after  warnings  had  been  ignored,  proceedings 
were  instituted  against  the  occupier  of  a butchery  and  grocery  store 
for  three  offences  under  the  Regulations.  The  Ivigistrates ' findings 
and  penalties  imposed  were  as  follows 

Charge 


Failing  to  keep  clean  the  floors  and 
certain  woodwork,  (Regulation  25) 

Failure  to  provide  a wash-hand  basin 

(Regulation  16) 

Failure  to  provide  accommodation  for 
clothing.  (Regulation  18) 


Guilty  - £5  fine 
Guilty  - £5  fine 


Hot  guilty 


The  Council  were  awarded  costs  of  £5^  5,  Od 
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(d)  Poultry  Inspection 

The  provisions  of  the  Pood  & Drugs  Act,  1955 i and  the  Pood  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations,  i960,  apply  to  premises  at  which  poultry  are 
processed  for  sale  and  local  authorities  are  responsible  for  seeing 
that  the  Act  and  Regulations  are  complied  with.  There  are  no  large 
poultry  processing  premises  within  the  District,  but  processing  on  a 
small  scale  is  carried  on  at  a few  premises , No  inspections  of  these 
premises  have  been  made  during  the  year  and  details  of  the  activities 
carried  on  are  not  available  for  this  report o It  will  be  possible  to 
give  more  attention  to  these  premises  when  a full  complement  of  staff 
is  available o 


5<>  REGISTRATION  OP  PREMISES  USED  POR  THE  MANUPACTURE:,  STORAGE  OR 
SALE  OP  POOD  UNDER  SECTION  I6  OP  THE  POOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


Purpose  for  which 
Registered 

Premises 

on 

Register 

1965 

Added  to 
Register 

1966 

Removed 

from. 

Register 

1966 

I 

Total  on 
Register 
51cl2o66 

Sale  and  storage  of 
ice-cream 

58 

<s> 

53 

Manufacture  of 
ice-cream 

2 

- 

2 

Manufacture  of 
Preserved  Pood,  etc. 

20 

20 

Pish  Prying 

4 

4 

TOTALS 

GO 

- 

t 

84 

6,  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


Since  September  1959  no  slaughtering  has  taken  place  in  Chesham, 
The  few  local  butchers  wishing  to  buy  meat  "on  the  hoof"  now  make  use 
of  the  slaughtering  facilities  available  in  ad.joining  districts. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1955  to  1954 

The  following  details  are  extracted  from  the  Register  of 
Slaughtermen; - 


Number  of  Slaughtermen  on  Register  at  51st.  December,  I965  4 
Applications  for  Licences  considered  during  I966  - 0 
Applications  for  Renewals  considered  during  1966  ^ - 4 
Number  of  Slaughtermen  on  Register  at  iist.  December  I966  . - 4 


To  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD 
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The  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955?  gives  local  authorities  wide  powers 
to  deal  with  offences  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  food.  Section  2 of 
the  Act  deals  with  food  not  of  the  nature,  substance  or  quality  demanded 
while  Section  8 deals  with  food  luifit  for  human  consumption,  ^ The 
majority  of  cases  falling  under  Section  2 are  dealt  with  by  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  the  Bucks.  County  Council,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority 
for  the  District, 

Twenty-seven  complaints  relating  to  food  or  food  containers  were 
received  during  the  year.  Seven  of  these  were  passed  to  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  the  Bucks,  County  Council  who  instituted  proceedings  in 
two  cases.  One  case  related  to  the  sale  of  bread  in  which  a piece 
of  sacking  was  found  and  resulted  in  the  bakery  being  fined  £40, 

In  the  second  case  a cigarette  end  was  found  in  a packet  of  pickling 
spice.  The  packer  was  fined  £15 » The  remaining  20  complaints  were 
investigated  by  the  Council's  Public  Health  Inspectors, 

Bad  stock  control  on  the  part  of  retailers  was  responsible  for 
complaints  of  the  sale  of  mouldy  producxs,  A fruit  loaf,  a chocolate 
sponge  bar  and  cartons  of  yoghurt  were  the  subject  of  this  type  of 
complaint.  Warnings  were  issued  to  the  vendors  after  the  Health 
Committee  had  considered  reports. 

Investigations  into  complaints  of  mouldy  or  stale  foodstuffs 
have  revealed  that  there  is  a tendency  for  retailers  to  rely  upon 
salesmen-representatives  for  checking  the  freshness  of  their  stock 
of  pre-packed  goods  instead  of  adopting  their  own  systems  of  date 
coding  and  rotation, 

A warning  was  also  issued  to  a supermarket  which  sold  pre-packed 
bacon  in  a decomposing  condition,  A visit  to  the  supermarket  had 
shown  that  bacon  was  stacked  in  the  refrigerated  display  cabinet  well 
above  the  "load  line"  where  it  was  in  fact  exposed  to  the  heat 
generated  by  the  fluorescent  lighting  tubes.  Unfortunately,  the  over- 
loading of  refrigerators  and  display  cabinets  is  an  all  too  common 
practice  among  shopkeepers  and  leads  to  much  unnecessary  deterioration 
of  perishable  foods. 

Fresh  peaches  suspected  of  causing  vomiting  and  a can  of  fruit 
cocktail  alleged  to  have  tasted  bitter,  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst,  but  nothing  injurious  to  health  was  found. 

Correspondence  took  place  with  the  importers  of  a can  of  tomatoes 
in  which  a cricket  had  been  found.  An  unpleasant  taste  in  a loaf  of 
bread  was  attributed  to  the  excessive  use  of  an  acid  additive. 
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Invss ions  into  six  coniplnin'ts  fs-ilod.  io  provid.©  snffic isn't 
svidsncs  on  which  to  taks  action;  in  ths  othsr  six  incidsnts  ths 
matter  was  settled  by  ad'vice  to  the  complainant  or  'vendoro 

Unsound  Food  Condemned 


The  following  amounts  of  unsound  food  were  condemned  and 
voluntarily  surrendered  to  the  Department  by  traders  during  the 
year ; “ 


Weight 


tons 

CWtSo 

lbs. 

Meat  at  retail  shops 

5 

90 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

36 

Canned  meats 

24 

Fish 

63 

Fruit  and  vegetables 

8 

20 

Other  foods 

2 

6 

102i 

Total 

5 

1 

mi 

Disposal  of  Condemned  Foodstuffs 

Condemned  foodstuffs  are  destroyed  by  incineration  at  the  Council’s 
plant  in  Latimer  Road,  Che sham o 


B.H.  BURNE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


LcDo  SATURLEY 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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Number  of  inspectors  appointed  under  section  52  (l)  or  (5)  of  the  Act 

Number  of  other  staff  employed  for  most  of  their  time  on  work  in 
connection  with  the  Act 


